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could deliver Casement into the Minister's hands. As it afterwards
turned out, all this was a " plant" of Casement's, who sent word from
time to time that he was sailing by this or that steamer, whereas, in
fact, he was enjoying a soft job in Berlin. Finally the German papers
came out with a facsimile letter of the British Minister (a forgery),
promising to pay ^10,000 for Casement's body, dead or alive. The
Minister was so indiscreet that I thought at first the letter might have
been genuine, for he had given Casement's servant a key to his back
door, and this would have enabled the servant to steal the letter. At
any rate, no one would allow Casement to pass, because we have ample
evidence against him for a charge of high treason, and he is a very
conspicuous figure.
Apr. 14. A Zeppelin visited the Tyne.
The Turks were routed on the Euphrates.
Apr. 15. I happened to be in the Intelligence Department of the
Admiralty when a British sailor blew in to take leave. It was a very
untheatrical performance. "You off?" said the assembled sailors.
"Aye, aye," said the man. Then someone hit him on the back, and
all said: "Good luck!" And off he went. As it turned out, his
mission was historic. It was to direct the operation of landing troops
at Gallipoli, with seven other naval post captains all trained in the
naval manoeuvres of last year, wihen troops were landed on the coast
of Essex under the fire of an army in position. This particular man
had become notorious in parliamentary circles as having given the
order " On the knee," or as it has since been twisted in Labour circles:
" On the knee, you dogs," which is said to have caused a mutiny
among the stokers in the naval barracks. As a matter of fact, he was
a very smart officer on the best terms with his men, and the mutiny
arose from quite a different cause.
Apr. 22. This date is memorable as being the first occasion on which
asphyxiating gas was used by the Germans.
May j. The Lusitania was torpedoed and sunk. There will be re-
percussions.
May 12. H.M.S. Goliath was torpedoed in the Dardanelles.
May 14. The Times military correspondent came out with an article,